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A blow against drink driving
At least 5000 alcohol interlocks to stop drink drivers each year
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Why we need them?
Drink driving remains one of the biggest killers on  
our roads and the traditional sanctions placed on 
offenders are not stopping them.

A drink driver appearing before the courts today  
is likely to lose their licence for at least six months.  
The problem with this approach is that many  
of these people have serious alcohol problems  
and the next time they get drunk there is nothing  
physically preventing them from getting back  
behind the wheel…so they do it again.

There are sometimes calls to send more drink  
drivers to prison. This would keep offenders off  
the road while they are locked up but it would send  
New Zealand’s prison population soaring and cost 
taxpayers enormously to handle that increase.

Interlocks stop drink drivers from being able to put  
lives at risk, without a massive price tag for the public.

What is an interlock?
Alcohol interlocks are essentially an in-car breathalyser.  
A driver must blow into the device before and during a car trip. If they  
have any alcohol in their system the interlock will not allow the car to start.

1 in 3 
fatal crashes involve  

a drink driver

353
given an  
alcohol interlock

17,582 
drink drivers in  
court in 2016

92% 
of AA Members  

support people with  
alcohol problems only  

driving a vehicle  
with an interlock

= Approximately 44 people



Ensuring at least 5000 high-risk offenders get an interlock is likely  
to prevent as many as 40,000 drink driving attempts each year.

The few hundred interlocks currently in use stopped more than  
2100 attempts to drink and drive in 2016.

Interlocks need to be a mandatory sentence for all repeat offenders  
or for drink drivers caught at more than twice the adult legal limit.

Each time an interlock won’t let someone impaired by alcohol  
start their car could be the time that prevents an innocent person 
losing their life.

Locked on target
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Reoffending reduction: Australian success: Saves lives:

The AA is calling for  
the next Government  

to ensure alcohol  
interlocks are installed  

in the vehicles of  

at least 5000 
high-risk drink  

drivers each year

International evaluations have 
found alcohol interlocks reduce 
reoffending by an average of 60%.

250,000 – the number of  
times someone affected by 
alcohol has been prevented 
from driving in Victoria since 
the Australian state introduced 
interlocks in 2003.

8 lives saved and 43 serious 
injuries prevented a year – the 
estimated impact of mandatory 
alcohol interlocks in New Zealand.

250,000x 43 
serious injuries  

prevented

8 
lives saved

60%
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Assessment  
and rehabilitation

An investment 
in safety

Ensuring at least 5000 alcohol interlocks  
are installed in the vehicles of high-risk  
drink drivers is the second of the  
AA’s 2017 Election Calls.

For more information contact:  
Mike Noon  
T: 04 931 9984 
E: mnoon@aa.co.nz
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$790m 
social cost from  

alcohol/drug  
crashes in 2015

The AA does not want drink drivers to escape an 
alcohol interlock because they cannot afford one.

Installing and monitoring an alcohol interlock  
in a vehicle currently costs the offender about 
$2500 a year. Drink drivers come from right 
across the social spectrum and while many can 
find the money to pay this amount, some can’t.

To keep the public safe on the roads, there 
needs to be financial assistance for offenders 
who are genuinely unable to meet the costs  
of an interlock.

Every time an interlock keeps a drink driver off 
the road also reduces the drain on Police and 
court resources.

To truly turn the tide on the harm from drink  
driving, alcohol interlocks need to be combined  
with rehabilitation for people with serious  
alcohol problems.

Repeat drink drivers or those caught at extremely 
high levels should be screened for alcohol abuse  
or dependency. If this identifies issues then treatment 
needs to be made a part of their sentence as well  
as an interlock.

Interlocks have changed the lives of many users, 
helping them control their drinking and maintain  
their job and family.

It’s the most awesome thing  
that has happened to me –  
I just wish they had been  

around 20 years ago.

– Interlock user with six 
previous drink driving 

convictions

Half of drink drivers 
are repeat offenders


